The quality of teaching and learning in higher education in many developing countries can be improved as institutions in this region adopt evidence-based practices that emphasize empirical measurements, observations, analysis and reports of learning outcomes. This article presents and analyses data on the academic performances of undergraduate students for duration of three semesters across the three major colleges of Landmark University, a private University in Nigeria. The colleges include the college of Agricultural Sciences (CAS), college of Business and Social Sciences (CBSS), and the college of Science and Engineering (CSE). Furthermore, population samples of 82, 577 and 812 undergraduates were selected randomly from CAS, CBSS and CSE respectively; totaling a population of sample of 1471 undergraduates from all academic levels (200L-500L) with the exception of first year students. The random selection was drawn from three consecutive semesters-the first and second semesters of academic 2016/2017 session and first semester of 2017/2018 academic session. The cumulative GPA of the sample population of students for the semester highlighted was obtained from the Centre for
Systems and Information Services Units of the University. Motivated by the need to promote evidence-based research in academic excellence, a spread-sheet containing the detailed dataset is attached to this article. The descriptive statistics and frequency distributions of academic performance data are presented in with the use of tables and graphs for easy data interpretations. The data provided in this article supports the goal of a regional policy towards the realization of qualitative sustainable education.
& 2018 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Inc. This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
Specifications Table

Subject area
Agricultural Sciences, Business and Social Sciences and Sciences and Engineering Education Specific area of interest Analysis of Academic Performance Data Data type
Tables, graphs and spread-sheet file Data collection Academic performance data comprising Grade Point Average (GPA) for a three semester period for multi-level undergraduate students studying programmes relating to Agricultural sciences. Sciences and Engineering, and Business and Social Sciences in a private University in Nigeria. The data was obtained from the Centre for Systems and Information Services of the university.
Data layout
Raw, grouped Experimental factors
First year undergraduate students were excluded Experimental structures
Descriptive statistics and frequency distributions are performed to show the distribution of the academic performance across the three colleges, various programmes and different levels.
Data source location
The population sample and the information on academic performance provided in this article were obtained at Landmark University, Omu-Aran, Nigeria Accessibility of data Detailed datasets in a Microsoft Excel spread-sheet file attached to this article are made publicly available.
Value of the data
Comprehensive datasets on academic outcomes encourages confidence in evidence-based research to understand factors affecting academic excellence and skills acquisition in developing countries.
The accessibility of academic outcomes dataset will foster the attainment of sustainable education and formulation of practicable regional policies geared towards improving teaching and learning pedagogies.
The field of learning analytics, together with advances in data mining, machine learning and data analytics will benefit from the availability of empirical academic performance data for developing predictive models to studying outcomes in undergraduate programmes.
Statistical analysis such as descriptive statistics and frequency distribution, presented in tabular and graphical-forms simplifies data interpretation in other to draw useful deductions and reasonable conclusions.
Data
The quality of teaching and learning in higher education in many developing countries can be improved as institutions in this region adopt evidence-based practices that emphasize empirical measurements, observations, analysis and reports of learning outcomes [1] [2] [3] . This article presents and analyses data on the academic performances of undergraduate students of Landmark University, a Nigerian private University. Landmark University is a private faith-based University located in Omu-Aran, Kwara State in Nigeria.
The data comprise academic performance index for the duration of three semesters across the three major colleges of the university. The colleges include the college of Agricultural Sciences (CAS), college of Business and Social Sciences (CBSS), and the college of Science and Engineering (CSE). Furthermore, population samples of 82, 577 and 812 undergraduates were selected randomly from CAS, CBS and CSE respectively; totaling a population of sample of 1471 undergraduates from all academic levels (200L-500L) with the except of first year students. The random selection was drawn from three consecutive semesters-the first and second semesters of academic 2016/2017 session and first semester of 2017/2018 academic session.
However, the process of selection excluded undergraduates with incomplete academic records. A total of 2, 5 and 222 undergraduates were pooled from CAS, CBSS, and CSE respectively. Tables 1-23 contains the descriptive statistics of the academic performances of undergraduates in the twenty-two programmes offered at Landmark University.
Experimental design, materials and methods
The cumulative GPA of the sample population of students for the semester highlighted was obtained from the Centre for Systems and Information Services Units of the University. Motivated by the need to promote evidence-based research in academic excellence, a spread-sheet containing the detailed datasets is attached to this article. The descriptive statistics and frequency distributions of academic performance data are presented in with the use of tables and graphs to ease the description of the data. . 1 show the highest aggregated GPA was recorded in the 2017 first semester, followed by 2016 s semester and then 2016 first semester.
Aggregated Grade Point Average by levels in the colleges
The section contains the description of aggregated GPA by colleges. Fig. 2 shows the academic performances of undergraduates in the college of Agricultural Sciences (CAS). More specifically, the figures show that 200 level students in CAS performed best in 2016 s semester than the other semesters, while 300 level students performed best in second semester 2016 compared with their performance in the two other semesters. Furthermore, the 400 level in CAS performed best in 2016 first semester, and the first semester 2016 was the best for the 500L students of the college. The description of the academic performances of undergraduates by level in the college of Business and Social Sciences (CBSS) are captured in Fig. 3 . Fig. 3 revealed that the aggregated GPA of 200 levels was highest in the second semester of 2016. In the same vein, the 300 levels of the CBSS performed best in the first semester of 2017 than in the other two semesters, while the highest aggregated GPA for 400L students was in the second semester of 2016. Fig. 4 depicts the academic performances of undergraduates in the college of Science and Engineering (CSE). The analysis of the academic performance based on Fig. 4 shows that 200 levels students in CSE performed best in 2016 s semester, while the 300 level students had the highest aggregated GPA in the first semester of 2017. In addition, students in the 400 level and 500 levels performed best in the first semester of 2017. 
Aggregated Grade Point Average by programmes in the colleges
Aggregated GPA by colleges
As shown in Fig. 6 , the colleges of Agricultural Sciences and Business and Social Sciences recorded the highest aggregated GPA in the second semester of 2016. Although the college of Science and Engineering recorded the worst aggregated GPA in the second semester of 2016, it had that the highest aggregated GPA in first semester of 2017. 3.5. Aggregated GPA for the three semesters combined
The description of the academic performances of the colleges in terms of the overall aggregated GPA that computes the GPA across the three semesters under review shows that the students in the college of Agricultural Sciences considerably performed best academically, followed by the college of Business and Social Sciences. The students of the college of Science and Engineering had the worse academic performances (Fig. 7) . 
